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Fairfield Parent + 

Child Carrel

goes

VIRAL



“Here, I can turn my head for a second, finish up paperwork, respond to emails and just 
get things done without the worry of her crawling away.”  

“Bravo on creating this little stations, solving a problem that has never been addressed 
before. It’s such a great idea.”    

“This is how we strengthen families and create a culture and community that values children.” 

“Makes things much, much easier. And they're close enough where I can just reach over, but I 
can still do what I need to do on the computer."

“It was just so simple and intuitive, and it’s one of those things where you stare at it and you’re 
like, how is this not everywhere?”

“Seeing a place and space designed for children and parents seemed revolutionary!”

READ THE ARTICLE

READ THE ARTICLE

CHECK OUT THE CLIP
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https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/29/opinion/virginia-library-carrel.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/henrico-county-public-library-work-and-play-station-working-moms/
https://www.facebook.com/henricova/videos/766852795008595/
https://www.newsweek.com/this-game-changer-viral-post-shows-work-station-public-library-caregivers-1672415
https://www.goodmorningamerica.com/family/story/fathers-viral-photo-library-desk-playpen-sparks-debate-82509356?cid=share_addthis_widget


“We further hope these workstations—and the spirit of service and caring inherent 
in their design—will inspire libraries to continue to support caregivers and little ones 
while they learn, work, and play.”   READ THE ARTICLE

“This almost makes me want to cry. God bless libraries. To be able to put your little 
one down and complete a resume or job application or whatever you need to do be-
cause you don’t have a computer or internet at home.”   READ THE ARTICLE

“The workstations are the perfect remedy for squirming, restless children and toddlers.”
READ THE ARTICLE

"This honestly made me tear up. Six years as a library clerk, you know how many moms I saw try-
ing to hold a baby and type a resume at the same time?"  READ THE ARTICLE

“It’s for any child you have to – you know what’s it like holding a child while you’re trying to eat 
or while you’re trying to type. I think that’s very nice! Really cool.”  CHECK OUT THE CLIP
	

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2022/09/01/a-carrel-and-a-corral/
https://bookriot.com/fairfield-library-work-and-play-stations/
https://www.bdcnetwork.com/home/news/55163245/family-workstations-highlight-the-new-fairfield-area-library
https://www.buzzfeed.com/alexalisitza/caregiver-stations-library-juggling-parents
https://x.com/CBSMornings/status/1486715346593611791?s=20&t=Efh_kAeiNKIjmWqsrASQpQ&mx=2


“Clearly not just for babies; there are story prompts & a simple maze for 
young children to entertain themselves in safety while caregiver works. 
Smart, inclusive workspace.”   READ THE ARTICLE

“The reactions have been a deluge of parents and caregivers of young children 
saying they wish they had these when their kids were young.”  CHECK OUT THE CLIP

“It’s not an easy juggle, but having accommodating workspaces, like the desk at the Henrico 
County Public Library, could make all the difference in the world.”  READ THE ARTICLE

“Wray remembers how, within the first hour the library had opened, she went upstairs 
and discovered that a mom of two had already set up shop at the desk, right in the 
midst of the grand-opening party.”   READ THE ARTICLE

“Libraries often play an essential role in the lives of parents, caregivers, and young children 
because they’re always a model for innovation and inclusivity. This type of workstation is just 
wonderful.”  READ THE ARTICLE

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/parent-friendly-workspace-library-twitter-b2000340.html
https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle/library-viral-parent-friendly-workstations
https://www.fatherly.com/news/library-parent-friendly-desk
https://www.curbed.com/2022/01/parent-baby-desk-fairfield-library-carrel.html
https://www.mother.ly/life/parent-friendly-desk/


“Working parents, how much of a lifesaver would this be for you?!”  READ THE ARTICLE

“A desk, no matter how innovative, isn’t going to solve all of the problems that working parents 
face. But as a visual signal and gesture of solidarity to those of us trying to do it all, often all at 
the same time, I suspect many would welcome it.”    READ THE ARTICLE

“It’s amazing to be able to access the computer while my daughter is 
next to me, busy and completely protected.” 

“I think this has resonated with many people, because they can relate, juggling all these 
things in our busy lives."   READ THE ARTICLE

“The single mom behind it says she wanted the library to serve entire families.” READ THE ARTICLE

READ THE ARTICLE

https://www.instagram.com/p/CZhlM3YhQBO/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/health-family/parenting/cotdesking-the-home-office-desk-that-s-dividing-the-internet-1.4790779
https://www.facebook.com/amightygirl/posts/pfbid0zPdGXFN4kEGqfELt3aPF6DPeR71rEqN8iDPYMYkJX6cSx2UwfNyn4jNouBUoTdagl
https://www.businessinsider.com/working-parents-viral-desk-librarian-single-mom-2023-3
https://www.architectmagazine.com/design/quinn-evans-and-tmc-furniture-debut-family-workstations_o


“Everyone understands the challenge even better now after the pandemic. How do you bal-
ance working on your computer if you have a toddler who can’t go to daycare that day?”
READ THE ARTICLE

“It was so beautiful,” Witcher said. “It just made my heart melt. Even if it was only for 15 
minutes, I knew I could still get on a computer to do something.”  READ THE ARTICLE

“Implementing these carrels in more public libraries will also send a message to visitors 
that parents and caregivers are welcome, and in its own way help unburden working 
parents mentally and emotionally, too.”   READ THE ARTICLE

“The staff noticed that parents with toddlers or infants in strollers had no easy way to use 
the library’s adult reading room computer workstations.”  READ THE ARTICLE

“Don’t give up on adult stuff — at these places, baby can come too.”  READ THE ARTICLE

 READ THE ARTICLE

The Washington Post

https://designtaxi.com/news/417624/Library-Wins-At-Remote-Work-With-Public-Desks-That-Young-Children-Can-Use-Too/#google_vignette
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2022/01/29/richmond-library-parent-child-design/
https://www.optimistdaily.com/2022/02/this-public-library-has-the-perfect-desk-for-parents-with-small-children/
https://www.core77.com/posts/133196/Library-Furniture-Designed-to-Make-Childcare-Easier?utm_source=core77&utm_medium=from_title
https://nypost.com/2024/03/13/lifestyle/dont-give-up-on-adult-stuff-at-these-places-baby-can-come-too/
https://scoop.upworthy.com/this-library-offers-special-station-to-support-parents-working-from-home
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AND EVEN MORE FROM...

https://www.slj.com/story/Library-play-spaces-can-help-the-transition-back-to-in-person-learning-for-youngest-patrons
https://www.scrippsnews.com/business/jobs-employment/these-libraries-make-it-easier-for-parents-to-work-remotely
https://www.parentherald.com/articles/109889/20230403/library-goes-viral-work-play-stations-parents-children-baby-cribs.htm
https://www.kinderpublic.com/blog
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/west-michigan/west-michigan-furniture-makers-pivot-home-office-solutions
https://www.blackenterprise.com/fathers-viral-photo-of-richmond-library-desk-calls-attention-to-child-care-solutions/
https://www.thetimes.com/article/thats-not-a-desk-its-a-handy-place-to-park-me-and-my-two-year-old-l8k92v20h

