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The Collaborative Idea

“How can we make it easier for parents with infants to visit the library? 

Can we design furniture that lets a single parent keep an eye on their 

child, get work done and minimize distractions for other patrons?”

The Fairfield Parent+Child Carrel design was based on an insightful 

challenge from the staff of Henrico County Public Library for their 

Fairfield Area Library. The staff noticed that parents with toddlers or 

infants in strollers had no easy way to use the library‘s adult reading 

room computer workstations. Further, their young children might dis-

rupt the work of others using the library workstations. Henrico Library 

Director, Barbara Weedman, and her staff wondered if Quinn Evans 

could help them find a solution.

The Fairfield Parent+Child Carrel 

offers a convenient spot for 

parents to work while their 

toddlers are next to them in 

a safe and engaging 

LearnPLAY environment.

Fairfield Parent+Child Carrel
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Product Background

TMC is one of the USA’s leading furniture innovators, the country’s largest contract children’s furniture 

company and a pioneer in early literacy systems for libraries – the creative challenge from Henrico and 

Quinn Evans was perfect for us. 

From our research in early childhood development, we knew offering motor, sensory and cause/effect 

opportunities was important, so we designed the Fairfield Carrel to be inviting, safe and educational for a 

young child. To give parents time for work, we designed a connected interactive space for the child that 

would keep them curious, exploring and entertained. We knew babies and toddlers love looking at their 

own faces and bodies, so we included a large mirror located low for even the smallest babies to peer at 

themselves. For motor skills development, a child can slide a red car up and down a hill or take a walk 

home from school. The Learning Panels can be switched out, offering a new flexible space.  

We added a peek-a-boo wall for more play and opportunity to peer through child-safe holes. The 3” thick 

soft mat is covered in GREENGUARD Certified healthcare-grade material and comfortable for babies lay-

ing down or seated toddlers. We do offer a front gate, for more accessibility, with a latch to keep the child 

safely enclosed.  

The Carrel’s workstation side has a tall panel offering privacy for the seated parent, while the mid-panel is 

low, providing sight lines into the child’s play area. The worksurface includes a grommet and wire manage-

ment features.  

Fairfield Parent+Child Carrel
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Pictured with optional gate. 

Fairfield Parent+Child Carrel
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One color finish  Two color finish (with color back divider)

One color finish with ImPrinted side 
panel

Two color finish with ImPrinted side 
panel (with color back divider)

Fairfield Parent+Child Carrel
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Product Dimensions

PLAN  VIEW PLAN  VIEW

Fairfield Parent+Child Carrel

PLAY 

The Carrel’s play side has standard options which include 

three Learning Panels (flat or sliding style) and one child-safe 

mirror with wood frame. The play mat is a soft, impermeable 

PVC free GREENGUARD Certified healthcare-grade material 

available in several standard colors. 

WORK

The worksurface has a laminate top with maple edgeband. 

Grommet and wire chase is standard.  

An example of Learning Panel offerings. 
Flat and slider style only for the Parent Child 
Carrel. For a complete listing please see our 
Learning Panel Catalog. 

Product Information

The Fairfield Parent+Child Carrel is available as a single- or double-faced unit. The exterior 

side panel as pictured above, may be specified plain or with an ImPrinted pattern. 
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Learning Panels 16" x 16"  - For more options please see our Learning Panel Catalog

Betty the Bird is perched 
on a tree branch waiting 
for her friend. Can you 
tell a story about Betty?

W Watering Can

Can you think of 
other ways 
plants get 
watered?

Can you 
think 
of other tools 
used in a garden?

What are some
other objects that 
begin with letter W?

A tool used to water the plants.

Fox and Mouse
APC1616-FM01
Flat Style

Betty the Bird
APC1616-BB01
Flat Style

Neighborhood
APC1616-NB01
Flat Style

The Garden
APC1616-GD01
Flat Style

Gardening Tool - Watering Can
APC1616-GT01
Flat Style

Count the Trees
APC1616-HT01
Flat Style

Picture Gazing Just For Babies No. 1
APC1616-PG01
Flat Style

Finishes and Options

Tree Rings
APC1616-TR01
Flat Style

Francis the Frog
APC1616-FF01
Flat Style

Picture Gazing Just For Babies No. 2
APC1616-PT01
Flat Style

The Flowers
APC1616-FL01
Flat Style

Seagulls Perched on a Pier
APC1616-SE01
Flat Style

PLAY Mat — Everywhere Epu - PVC-Free  - GREENGUARD Certi�ied Laminate Work Surface

Wilsonart Fusion 
Maple 7909

Wilsonart 
Designer White
D354-60

Carrel Finish    

Clear 01 

Fairfield  Model Includes: 

• Work surface with grommet (white)

• Laminates from Pionite, Formica, Wilsonart, Nevamar 

• Corner wire manager 

• 3" thick play mat with PVC free healthcare-grade EPU

• Acrylic Mirror with maple frame w/clear finish 

• Three Learning Panels on the PLAY side (any flat and slider 

style from Learning Panel Catalog)

• Fixed panel on PLAY side (no gate)

• Carrel Finish Options

Construction:

Fairfield Carrel  is .75" thick mdf and hardwood 

plywood with rotary cut maple veneer.

Work surface is laminate with maple edge band. 

Lunar 80 

Upcharge Options Include: 

• Premium laminates from Pionite, Formica, Wilsonart, Nevamar

• Gate with latch (latch is mounted on the exterior)

• ImPrinted side panel (PLAY side) 

Horizon 87 Alert 27 

Lime 76 Chartreuse 75 Azul 58

Tangelo 24 Tahiti 36 

High Tide 64 

Momentum | Sina Pearson

For a complete view 
of our wood finishes 
please visit our website 
under the Resources tab

Buzzing Bees
APC1616-BE01
Slider Style

Butterfl ies in Flight
APC1616-BF01
Slider Style

Car Goes Up and Down
APC1616-CG01
Slider Style

A Walk Home from School
APC1616-AW01
Slider Style

Tractor Plowing
APC1616-PW01
Slider Style

For other laminate 
options, select a 
standard from 
Wilsonart, Formica, 
Pionite or Nevamar
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Leaves                                                          Gingham in Blue Violet                                    Gingham in Blue Green                                 Gingham in Pink                                       Beehive                                                    Flutter in Grey                                                 Flutter in Lavender                             

                        

Custom images are available. 

Garden Landscape                                        Orange Fish                                                    In the Neighborhood                                    Springtime 

ImPrinted Side Panel Options

Sea Lion in Kelp Forest                                      Animal Lookout 1                                            Animal Lookout 2                                       Little Blue Train                                              Little Red Train                                               Mama Bear and her Cub                                                                                                                       
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